
:'itt. SHEPARD commtllc~ by saying, that he 
promisealtho Senate on yesterday, when Iheya
grtloo to make these tCaolutious the ortler 01 thil 
tIay at I I o'clock, thRl he would occupy but Iiule 
ef Iheir time, he would now stricrly comply Wilh 
tbat promise. 

H e would at an earlier period of the scSlion 
l1&\"e introduced Ihe subJect of these resolutions to 
the a.ttention of the S('nflte, but 8.11 a. nlOVO had 
he<!n mado on the eubject in the other branch of 
the Legislatare, he pl('ferred for various reasons, 
l\'i tll which it is not now ncceasary to troable tlle 
Sennte, to Ilw,il the action of that Housc. 

The SE's.llioll of lhe Legislature is now dra\ving 
Tnpidly townrds its elose, and he was fIOrry to sny, 
the II ou80 of Commons has not yet finnlly acted 
01l lh08O fClOlutiOIlS, and he WIlS afraid the session 
willl)3.SS off, and lell.\'o them among the mass of 
lumber upon their tablo. 

~It. Spcftker, lhe people of North Carolina, the 
wbole South, expect us to 8pt:llk out boldly and 
without t1illguise, 011 this interc:.ting and 0.11 impor
tant subjcct. 

In my judgtneni sir, it will be an indelible stig
ma upon the clJnractor of this Legislature, if it 
adjourns without II. final and decisive action on 
thelle TC&Qllltions. 

It is itlle to say the resolution" nre ab,tractions 
anti will ~roouce no result; if so, then your con
stitution is an abstraction, and all !ho g11arantees 
you possess ror the quiet and peaceable enjoyment 
of yOllr slavo Ilroperly are abitractions, and YO II 
mu!!t be content hereafter to hold that propel1y
not und('r tile snnction of a Constilllliol1, which we 
h,lve sworn to oooy, but a t the will and caprice of 
northern maRaCIi. 

Sir, I am 110 alarmist, bllt I cnnnot look at what 
is now passing in \ Vashington City, without seri
OUI apprehensions for the result. Sinct' Ihe com
mencement of I hi~ session, ,,,e IllI.ve seen th c House 
01 Repte~entative8 make It" unprovoked and wan
ton sUllck l1pon Ihe rights lind proptrty of the 
slaveholder in t be District of Columbia; an at
ta.ck 110 outll1geous that IMst of the Southern mem
~n, wuhou! tlLtmc.tlC'n of plrty, ha. te been o~li~· 

ed to mcet ill conventi. n to Te,i.t it, And I!halt 
thia Legislature look on III unconcerned and idle 
spectator" witbout offering the elighlCilt encou r· 
agement to those gentlemen who are 6ghting our 
baules and contending for our righl&? I hope not 
si r. I hope that North Carolina. will at least be 
lpared that ignominy. 

It is a. common practice now-a-day', 'I't·hen a. 
move is mllde io defence of Sonthern rights and 
inf<titlltions., to raise the cry of N'ulification and 
Disunion in order to alarm onr lo,al aod peace
loving population. Snch 0. cry a& this cannot de· 
ter me rrlm doing my uuty. At a time when nul
ification had many ardent admireriJ in North Caro
linn, when it WI\6 the fllVorita doctrine with mOilt 
of the leading politicians in my diftrict, 1 opposed 
it as an unconstitutional mO\'e, and a remedy 
worse lhan tllC disease. If South Carolina erred 
in her resort to lIulincation upon such a subject as 
the Tariff, is it therefore WIse or statesmanlike in 
us, situated as \"C are, to brand all resiEtance of 
feder .. l power, QI dangerous to the Union. 

It will be!l sad day for North Carolina wlltn 
our Legislature tolerates 8uch folly as tllis. Upon 
the subject of sla\·ery the South stands isollltC'd 
from tho rest of tlio Union. We have in fact 
sir, tho whole world at waT against that i05t.tu
tion as it ('xists amona us j nlltl whether wo de~ire 
it or not, tlle wholo :itouthern country must stand 
or fall together. 

The institution of I:Ila\"ery is 80 d('cply engraft
cd in our &OCial relatioob that it cunnat be eradica
ted by Lrgislation. Tho ruin and dcsoli.llion 
which England has brought upon h('T Wcst India. 
Colonies, ought to &3.tisfy e\'cry man of ~ense that 
Legislation cannot tou~h this subject with the be:.t 
intcnlion~, without producing incalculable e\'il. 
And yet sir, wh(;n ('wry mail comes lauen to Ollr 
halls with tile InosL undoubted tE'slimony of the 
dllTing recklessness of Congress, we are told we 
IIIUst he quiet, your resoluliollS may di!>turb the 
Union-as If Illl union of fre('men could e,'or be 
pc-nnucnt upon any other principle than that uf 
E'qual and impartia l jUl!ticc to all its mernbe rti. 
There iii !lol !lu\'r, nor has therC''' bft!l :or yeau 

• 


